
Re: Planning Application 20200847 

In my capacity as Chair of Governors at Reepham Primary School, I am writing to you on behalf of 

the Local Governing Board. 

 

We are writing with regard to the above planning application. 

A development of this size will have an impact on the Primary School and its community. These 

include: 

 Class Capacity 

Reepham Primary School currently has virtually no capacity for any additional pupils. Each year 

group is either at capacity, or very near to it. This development brings the risk that it would be 

the tipping point and would generate a need for additional capacity to be created. In the last 10 

years our number of children on roll has grown, and we now have 216 children attending the 

school which is designed for 210.  Although we currently have a small percentage of children 

from out of catchment area, we have concerns that this development would require more 

spaces than these. There is a potential risk that as a school we would be required to expand our 

already full classes, to 34 pupils, which would have a hugely detrimental effect on the children’s 

education, as well as on the well-being of our already overstretched staff. 

There are concerns that if the school becomes over-subscribed families who live within 

Reepham would not be able to attend the school in their town. This has a negative impact on the 

community as a whole and would disadvantage families. 

We also have concerns that for the families on our roll who are out of catchment, but have 

subsequent children due to begin at the primary school, that they would be forced to remove 

their older child if we were at capacity. This will have a negative impact on these families and 

has financial implications for the primary school. 

To enable the primary school to facilitate the anticipated greater numbers, whilst ensuring the 

Ofsted rated Good Quality provision, we would require a full review of our existing facilities to 

enable adjustments to be made and new buildings to be considered. 

 

 Nursery School Provision 

The existing nursery school provision is struggling with the building that they are based within. 

There have been ongoing discussions with the nursery school to work together to create an 

improved building provision using space on the school field. If this housing development goes 

ahead, we believe the nursery school will require a new, building to enable them to provide for 

the increased numbers within the community. 

 

 Road Safety 

The proposed plans raise grave concerns regarding road safety for the primary school 

population. The current volume of traffic in Reepham is high. The addition of 141 homes directly 

within this area will inevitably increase the traffic. The proposed changes to the footpaths also 

concern us with regard to the safety of families being able to walk to school safely. 



 

We therefore have several serious concerns regarding this planning application and urge you to 

consider the impact of these before the planning application is approved. Consideration needs 

to be given to the additional funding that would be required, for the nursery school and primary 

school to be able to deal with the impact of this development.  

We thank you for your consideration of this email. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Chair of Governors 

Local Governing Board, Reepham Primary School. 

 


